
I have seen images during the last few weeks that have really 
shaken me. There are those pictures or images we see that will never 
leave us. Some are of celebrations like the sailor kissing the nurse in 
New York after the war ended or of man’s triumph as we saw the first 

steps taken on the moon. But there are 
also those scenes of graphic horror that 
will haunt us for years. Many of these 
come from wars on foreign soil or from 
own Twin Towers aflame. 

One image that I still marvel at 
is of the young student who stood in 
front of the tanks in China during the 
Tiananmen Square Uprising. On June 
5, 1989, an unknown protestor stood in 
the path of a column of tanks that were 
rolling to quell protestors gathered in 
the sight of the world’s eye. 

I have often wondered about that 
man. I am in awe of his courage and 
determination. I also have wondered 
what in my life I feel so passionately 

about. I wonder what might cause me to stand in harm’s way in hopes 
of deterring or halting. 

These same questions arose again after seeing the protests in the 
Ukraine. About a decade ago, I traveled to that land which was once 
under the control of the Soviet Union. The people I met there were 
warm and welcoming. At the church service we attended, a babushka, 
or elderly woman, held my hands in hers during the whole service. She 
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Shaken
wanted me to keep warm and feel a part of her family. 

I went to help establish an orphanage for the street children of 
Kiev. What once was a Communist indoctrination summer camp was 
to be a home for children who had no home. For a week solid, I was in a 
six-foot deep hole with a man who spoke no English. We were working 
on moving some pipes so that water could flow to one of the future 
guesthouses. 

I grew to appreciate those people and their hopes for their 
collective future. My heart has been breaking watching their world 
unravel each night on the evening news. But what shook me were 
the images of the ministers standing between the protestors and 
the troops. On streets that were charred by flames started in anger, 
priests in white robes stood holding crosses. They stood between 
angry citizens and armed soldiers pleading for an end to the violence. 

Those men of the cloth, the same cloth that in a way I am a part 
of, have earned both my respect and my prayers. While we might differ 
a bit on theology or worship practices, I admire their courage and 
determination. 

There are countless folks in this world who deserve our attention. 
All too often, our focus stays local. Those places with names that are 
hard to pronounce, and have people who look different than we do, 
are easy to ignore and imagine that their problems are not like ours. 
Yet, when you look closely, you will see parents who want the best 
for their kids, homeless folks who are hungry, and believers who are 
trying their best to walk in the steps of Christ. Jesus sent his followers 
out to share the Gospel with the world. That attention to His world 
should not be neglected. We are only a part of His family. Let us pray 
for all our brothers and sisters. 

Evening Women on Mission will meet on Tuesday, February 18, at 5:30PM in the 
Fellowship Hall Sideroom. Members will be contacted with further details. Visitors are 
welcome!

HaCoBACare Ministries Food Drive: Our church’s Woman’s Missionary Union (WMU) 
is sponsoring the annual food collection drive for HaCoBACare Ministries, the free food 
distribution ministry of the Hamilton County Baptist Association. Located in the rear of St. Elmo 
Avenue Baptist Church, HaCoBACare Ministries is staffed entirely by volunteers. Agencies 
and churches have to pay a fee for vouchers to the Chattanooga Food Bank to distribute food 
to those in need. Labeled collection boxes will be placed at four entrances to the church to 
receive canned goods and staple items (Office, Chapel, Kindermusik, and Fellowship Hall 
entrances). Collection of these items will extend through Sunday, March 2.

Missions Offerings Collected, December 2013 – January 2014
Global Missions Offering (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship)  $5,660.00
Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for International Missions (Southern Baptist Convention) $1,532.35

Total (both offerings) $7,192.35

UPCOMING MISSION EVENTS

Please keep the FBC youth, their hosts 
and their leaders in prayer as they participate 
in Disciple Now Weekend, February 14-16. 
Groups of youth will spend the weekend at 
designated FBC church members’ homes. 
Leaders from our FUSION Ministry will 
spend time with each group of youth, having 
fun and leading in discussions about the 
topic for the weekend. Look for photos and 
more about this event in an upcoming issue 
of The Evangel.



(The article below is authored by an English as a Second Language [ESL] student 
at Concord Baptist and is reprinted with her permission. Her original article was in 
Spanish and she has attempted to translate it to English so that it can be shared. The 
article has been edited for this publication. The photos included with this article are of 
ESL students participating in classes through our program at First Baptist.)

God helps those who help the others.
I want to explain to you that one day a week I go to a church a 

few hours to learn English. I’m sure most of you will be imagining a 
XII century Romanesque church and a small group of people sitting 
on wooden benches, taught by a very old lady, probably a parishioner 
for decades, with good will and perhaps some knowledge of English 
who wants to share with the rest. Right?

Well, you are wrong. Because in America, and especially in 
the south, as here in the state of Tennessee, going to church is like 
going to a civic center, with the addition of shared faith, of course. 
From the look of a Spanish Catholic, I am immediately struck by 
the extreme fragmentation of the Christian church in the U.S. In 
less than two miles around, we have neighbors who are Baptists, 
Adventists, Orthodox, Presbyterians, Catholics, etc., and all are 
greatly respected and they kindly invite us to attend religious 
services on Saturday or Sunday.

But the churches not only provide regular religious services. 
Many of them have inside facilities for use for social and cultural 
development of their locality like municipalities would in any country 
in Europe. When I speak of the churches, do not imagine it is like 
ours: they are neither Romanesque nor Gothic. One can assume that 
many are younger than a century, so they have new buildings with 
dozens of classrooms inside. Financed by donating, these churches 
are responsible for providing all services and manage to create a 
community through all this social activity.

To give some examples: I come to a church to study English, my 
little boy plays soccer on a football team sponsored by another church 

and my neighbor takes her daughter to cheerleader class at another 
church, and another friend goes to learn to dance Zumba his church. 
Incredible and amazing from our point of view, is it not?

As I say, in the social aspect, the work of the churches is 
admirable, because many of these services do not charge people with 
few resources and support people from all backgrounds, religions 
and beliefs. Without going further I can talk about my English class 
at Concord Baptist Church. English courses for foreigners, at various 
levels, have been organized there for more than 25 years.

This year we have people from 26 different countries attending 
with teachers, all volunteers and graduates, from the community of 
the church. If anyone should take their children to the classes, they 
also offer free childcare service. And after class, or between classes, 
they invite you to listen to a prayer for a few minutes or to sing a song 
with a religious background. All at no cost. 

In my class today, we all are a class of integrated advanced English 
students with people who have backgrounds as diverse as Japan, Iraq, 
Peru, El Salvador, Lebanon, Mali, Russia, Venezuela, Mexico or Spain. 
That’s nothing. And in front, is our beloved teacher, who teaches 
English after spending a lifetime teaching in state schools.

I like to go to this class because the human climate is extremely 
pleasant and because I feel like I’m at the Tower of Babel, sharing a 
classroom with so many different and such interesting backgrounds. 
Also, not only do we understand English better every day, but we 
learn, other than English, a bit about the cultures that each person 
belongs to.

My teacher is an example that demonstrates the enormous vitality 
and contribution to the community made by thousands of volunteers 
who by the generosity of giving knowledge and time, benefit those 
who need. From here, my absolute recognition. And I tip my hat. Olé!       
 

 ~Ana Belen

From a Different View…

Have you checked out the newest page on the FBC website: 
http://www.fbcchattanooga.org/concerts/ ? On this page you will find 
an ongoing list of the concerts being held here at FBC. If you check 
that page right now, you will see that March is going to be a month of 
wonderful music. It is no coincidence that the weeks of March are also 
the first 4 weeks of Lent. Music is powerful, and it can aid each of us 
in our Lenten reflection and our preparations for Easter. On Sunday, 
March 9, at 2:30PM in our Chapel, a men’s group called Voci Virili will 
be presenting a concert of song and scripture that has been planned 
solely for us as a way to begin our journey through Lent together. I 
will be singing with that group and Jenny will be accompanying us. 
You will hear songs by Mendelssohn, Tallis and Chesnokov, along with 
spirituals and familiar hymn arrangements. A number of the members 

will also be singing solos and duets. On Wednesday, March 12, we 
will be hosting the A Cappella Choir from Carson Newman College 
for a 6:00PM concert, also in the Chapel. Our connections with this 
great college and choir run long and deep, so you won’t want to miss 
this. We will be recruiting host families for the students that night so 
you can let me know if you are interested. The final concert on the 
March schedule is the Fountainview Chorus and Orchestra, here on 
Saturday evening, March 29.  This is a boarding high school in British 
Columbia known for outstanding music. Our very own Ethan McGrath 
attended Fountainview Academy for 2 years. There is not a charge 
for any of these concerts and we welcome anyone into our midst to 
share these times of music with us. So, please plan to attend and bring 
someone with you. –Jeff Parker

March: A Month of Music



Wednesday,  February  12,  2014
First  Friends  Council 11:00AM
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
House  &  Grounds  CommiOee 7:15PM
Youth  Ministry  Leadership  Team 7:15PM
Thursday,  February  13,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Friday,  February  14,  2014
Disciple  Now  (Youth) 6:00PM
Saturday,  February  15,  2014
Disciple  Now  (Youth)
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  16,  2014
Disciple  Now  (Youth)
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship 11:00AM
Family  Movie  Night 5:00PM
Monday,  February  17,  2014
Presidents'  Day  -‐  Church  Office  Open
Tuesday,  February  18,  2014
Finance  CommiOee  Mee[ng 4:45PM
Deacon  Council 5:30PM
Evening  Women  on  Mission 5:30PM
Wednesday,  February  19,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Church  Conference 5:40PM
Preschool  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM
Thursday,  February  20,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 9:30AM
Shower  Ministry 2:00PM
Dinner  with  Mustard  Tree  Ministries 6:00PM
Saturday,  February  22,  2014
English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL)  Classes 4:00PM
Sunday,  February  23,  2014
Sunday  School  /  Bible  Study 9:30AM
Fellowship  Time 10:30AM
Worship   11:00AM
Youth  Choir 4:30PM
Youth  Supper 5:30PM
Youth  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Monday,  February  24,  2014
Prayer  Shawl  Ministry  Group 5:30PM
Wednesday,  February  26,  2014
Fellowship  Meal 5:00PM
Preschool  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Children's  Music  Experience 6:00PM
Youth  Gathering 6:00PM
Epiphanies  (Study/Discussion) 6:00PM
Wednesday  Evening  Bible  Study 6:00PM
Adult  Handbell  Choir  Rehearsal 6:00PM
Adult  Choir  Rehearsal 7:15PM

On the Calendar
February 2014

Family Movie Night
Sunday, February 16, 5:00-7:30PM, 

Fellowship Hall
Children of all ages AND their families are invited to come for pizza, popcorn, 

sweets, photo booth and a movie! Kids – come dressed as a minion or your favorite 
character from the movie, Despicable Me 2. Bring a sleeping bag or blanket and your 
pillow pet or favorite stuffed animal. Parents – join in the costume fun! This is not a 
“drop off your kid” event but time to have fun as a family. There is NO COST for this 
event. Pizza is served at 5:00PM; movie begins at 5:45PM.

Mark your calendars for the 
Tennessee Cooperative Baptist 
Fellowship General Assembly:

Friday, April 11, Trinity 
Baptist Church – Cordova, TN

Saturday, April 12, Second 
Baptist Church – Memphis, TN

You are invited to participate 
in a unique General Assembly 
gathering in Memphis. The 
planning team has designed a 
praxis experience that includes 
learning, mission engagement and 
reflection… On Friday evening, 
Ray Higgins, coordinator of CBF 
Arkansas, will speak on what it 
means to BE in relationship with God; Suzii Paynter, CBF executive coordinator, will address 
the motivation for serving–LOVE; and Catherine Bahn and Mollie Palmer, co-directors, 
Together for Hope, Helena, AR, will share with us about SERVICE—the natural by-product of 
a relationship with Christ.

On Saturday morning we will…put feet to our faith…[and] go out into the city of Memphis 
to engage in mission projects…. The General Assembly will conclude with worship and 
communion around the lunch tables. Registration for the General Assembly begins soon!  
~from News from Tennessee CBF, January 31, 2014.

TCBF General Assembly 2014
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Sunday Morning, Regular Schedule
 9:30 AM Bible Study / Sunday School

 10:30 AM Fellowship Time

 11:00 AM Worship

  
  
  
  
ATTENDANCE  FOR  1/26/2014   ATTENDANCE  FOR  2/2/2014  
(19  people  were  out  of  town  
    at  the  Youth  Choir  Festival)     
251   Worship         242   Worship  
   15   Worship  Care             15   Worship  Care  
266   WORSHIP  TOTAL      257   WORSHIP  TOTAL  
249   Sunday  School        259   Sunday  School  
  
  
Finance  Report  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  1/26/14   $  13,341.00  
Other  receipts  on  1/26/14   977.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  1/26/14   $  14,318.00  
  

Budget  receipts  for  the  week  of  2/2/14   $  17,356.63  
Other  receipts  on  2/2/14   1,060.00  
   Total  for  week  as  of  2/2/14   $  18,416.63  
  

Weekly  needs  in  T  &  O  to  meet  budget   $  15,673.08  
  

Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Receipts   $358,948.91  
Feb.  Year-‐to-‐Date  Expenses   $372,261.13  
YTD  Actual-‐Loss   ($    13,312.22)  
   As  of  2/6/14  
  
  
  

  

  


